Educators represents our combined experience observing classrooms and schools; interacting extensively with teachers, students, administrators, and program developers; and participating in numerous national and regional conferences with focus groups and seminars on the diverse types of English language learners (ELLs). For more than five years, we have concentrated on students with limited or interrupted formal education (SLIFE) enrolled in secondary schools; during this time, we became keenly aware of the unique challenges that this particular student population poses. Our experiences and observations have led to this book, which offers suggestions that we believe will help educators struggling to meet the needs of these students as they help them adjust to the new culture and a new educational experience.
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are, at least initially, beyond their abilities. They lack the basics assumed in these classes. Countless teachers, administrators, and others approached us after presentations at conferences and seminars to ask us what they can do to help these students because regular classroom activities do not work and the academic clock is ticking. The problem is widespread. The high drop-out rate among SLIFE and long-term ELLs is indicative of the failure of schools to offer realistic alternative academic programs that address the needs of these particular students. We must work together to find viable programs that will help these individuals make the transition to a new culture and become productive, contributing citizens of it.
We owe a sincere debt of gratitude to the many teachers who invited us into their SLIFE classrooms, introduced us to their genuinely amazing students, and took time out from their busy schedules to talk with us and answer our many questions. We would also like to thank the many school administrators, district supervisors, curriculum specialists, and others who opened the doors that enabled us to observe classes, examine materials, and conduct inquiries.
